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From the London Missionary Register. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Syrian Christians. 


We have Jaid many details relative to these 
christians before our readers ; and they cannot 
fail to have been greatly interested in those given 
in our Number for March from a military officer 
(Major Mackworth :) but as different persons 
view the same people under different associa- 
tions, we shall quote most of what Mr. Mill says 


of them :— 

Being supplied with letters from our late 
Bishep to Cochin, and to Archdeacon 
Barnes at Bombay, I embarked at the end 
of October last year (1821,) and arrived at 
Cochin in November, with the intention of 
visiting the christians of St. Thoinas, as 
they have been generally called, in the 
interior. 

I trust IT shall not barely be excused, 
but considered as performing a duty to the 
Society, in enlarging a little on the subject 
of that singular communion. For a 
church, subsisting like theirs, if not from 
the Apostolical age (a tradition justly sus- 
pected,) at least from the ages immediately 
succeeding, whose members have been re- 
cognized as a distinct and respected class 
of the community, in the very heart of 
Hindooism, for more than fifteen centu- 
ries, is a phenomenon which cannot but 
claim the attention of every one engaged 
in the propagation of the Gospel in this 
country ; and is, itself, a most satisfactory 
answer to the many who contend, that its 
permanent reception by any class of re- 
spectable natives is an impossibility. 

The christians of St. Thomas though 
evidently Indian themselves in origin, as 
im complexion and language (which is the 
Malayalim,) have received their Orders, 
with their Liturgies and Ecclesiastical 
traditions, from the more ancient parent 
Church in Syria. Accordingly they re- 
semble, in their form of governinent, every 
other ancient church of which we have any 
knowledge, by which christianity has been 
planted in the midst of idolaters: neither 
inthe THREE Orders (to which they have 
superadded many of confessedly inferior 
authority) do they differ from the western 
church, except that the deacons exercise 
fewer of the proper functions of the Cata- 
nas or Presbyters, than custom has allow- 
edibem among us. 

It were happy, if, with this apostolical 
regimen, of which they are most earefully 
‘enacious, they had preserved uniformly 





unimpaired the fundamental Articles of 
the christian faith; but the unhappy dis- 
putes respecting the person and natures of 
our Lord, which, beginning with verbal 
questions, ended with dividing the oriental 
churches into two opposite erroneous con- 
fessions, have extended their evil influence 
to the church in Malabar. 

It is evident, from the accounts that La 
Croze has detailed with his usual candour 
and sagacity, that, at the time when the 
Portuguese were forcing the Romish 
Usurpation, with all its novelties, upon 
them, they were, like the See of Babylon 
to which they adhered, Nestorian, And 
it is evident also, that those Bishops and 
Priests from Syria, by whose assistance, 
half a century after, they were enabled, for 
the greater part, to throw off that usurpa- 
tion, and recover their ancient ecclesiasti- 
cal independence, were from the See of 
Antioch, the most opposed to that heresy, 
being Jacobites : and that is, accordingly, 
the creed of all the independent part of 
the Syro-Malabaric church at this day, 
who are under a Metropolitan Bishop of 
their own nation: these correspond with 
the church in Antioch: like them, have 
the anti-catholic EXPRESSION (to say the 
least) in use, of the two natures forming 
ONE NATURE ; and unanimously hold the 
Nestorian duality of persons in the utmost 
detestation. ‘The other great division of 
this church, who remain under that forced 
subjection to the See of Rome, though 
they have still Priests of their own nation, 
and their Liturgy in Syriac, printed at 
Rome for their use, have all their superior 
governors sent to them from Europe, and 
are in a singular state of schism—the Por- 
tuguese Archbishop of Cranganore, a suf- 
fragan of Goa, still claiming them as his 
charge; while this right is denied by the 
Propaganda Society at Rome, who have 
constantly sent out Italian Vicars Apos- 
tolic, and now latterly an Irish Bishop, re- 
siding at Verapoli, to rule them: these un- 
fortunate churches, still sufficiently proud 
of their ancient characte: to feel their pre- 
sent degradation, yet under the terror of 
the exclusive pretensions to catholicisin 
and infallibility, submit partly to the one, 
partly to the other, of these opposite claim- 
amt. . ap 
It is the former and happier division of 
this singular people, to whom we look with 
the greatest interest and hope ; as those 
whose recovery and fise to their early prim- 
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itive character will, as we may confidently 
expect, bring with it the emancipation of 
the rest. From their venerable Metropoli- 
tan, Mar Dionysius, who is exerting him- 
self in various ways for the improvement of 
his clergy and peopie, I had the happiness 
of hearing very warm expressions of re- 
spect and attachment to the Church of 

ngland, and our late regretted Bishop ; 
whose interviews with himself, and mutual 
presents, he evidently remembered with 

reat satisfaction. I received, both from 
Fim and several of his clergy, copies of the 
New Testament, and other works in Syri- 
ac, which I hope, at no distant time, to de- 
posit in our college library. 

Mr. Mil! thus speaks of the Church Missiona- 
ries stationed among the Syrians :— 


The persons to whom I was chiefly in- 
debted for my intercourse both with the 
priests and laity of this extraordinary peo- 
ple (of whose Indian language I was wholly 
ignorant,) were three clergymen of the 
7, esa of England resident at Cotym, in 
Travancore ; and actively employed in 
superintending the college and the Paro- 
chial schools; the former of which, by the 
grant of the heathen government of that 
country, the latter, by the desire and con- 
tribution of these christians themselves, 
have been recently established in their 
community. Singular as such superin- 
tendence may appear, and almost unprece- 
dented, there is nothing in it, as exercised 
by these clergy:nan, which opposes the or- 
der, either of that Episcopal Church which 


they visit, or, as far as I am capable of 


judging, of that to which they themselves 
elong. 


Of the considerate and candid spirit maintained 
towards the Syriaa church by the missionarics, 
Mr. Mill thus speaks :— 


They do nothing but by the express 
sanction of the Metropolitan consulting 
and empleying them: their use of the An- 
glican service for themselves and families 
at one of his chapels, is agreeable to the 
catholic practice of these christians (who 
allowed the same 250 years ago to the Por- 
tuguese priests, as to persons rightly and 
canonically ordained, even while they were 
resisting their usurpations,) and is totally 
unconnected with any purpose of obtrud- 
ing even that liturgy upon the Syrian 
church: while-their conduct with respect 
to those parts of the Syrian ritual and 
practice, which all Protestants must con- 
demn, is that of ‘silence ; which, without 
the appearance of approval, leaves it to the 
= influence of the knowledge now 

isseminating itself to undermine, and at 
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length by regulary authority to remove 
them. 


Portuguese Christians. 


Along the whole of this coast, from 
Cape Comorin to Calicut, there exists 
another class of christians, totally distinct 
from either of the two divisions of the 
former church ; though Europeans, who 
do not visit the interior, too frequently 
confound them, to the great injury of the 
Syrians. These are all persons of the 
fishermen’s caste (which, further north, is 
Pagan,) whom the Portuguese, on thei 
first landing, found little difficulty in per- 
suading to submit to be baptized, and ein- 
brace their modes of worship. These 
poor people live in great ignorance ; re- 
peating the Latin ritual, like others of the 
saine class in the south of Europe ; and 
are subject to tae Portuguese Bishop ot 
Cochin. 

Far beyond the regions which contain 
these, from Mangalore northward to the 
Goa country, lie the most numerous re- 
mains of the converts made by Francis 
Xavier, and other Portuguese missionaries 
of the sixteenth century. The character 
of these is generally respectable, as com- 
pared with their Heathen and Mahome- 
dan neighbours ; though, in all their ideas, 
and their mode of considering even the 
sacred mysteries of christianity, they rather 
resemble Hindoos than christians—in the 
paganism of their rites exceeding greatly 
the Romanists of the western world, and 
even retaining the distinction of castes 
among themselves. ‘Their pastors, who 
are all of the balf-Portuguese half-Indian 
race, sent to them from Goa, are little dis- 
posed or qualified to remove these evils, 
and appear to bold their people in the ut- 
most contempt. 

A few Italian Carmelite Missionaries 
stationed in the Canarese country, far su- 
passing these country pasters in intelli- 
gence and general character, only serve to 
shew more strongly the ineflicacy of that 
corrupt form of religion, when exhibited 
in the most favourable shape, to produce 
any good effect in this country. 

The city of Goa now presents a most re- 
markable spectacle. Its splendid cathe- 
dral, churches, convents, &c. now stand 
insulated, as it were, in the country ; 10 
remnant existing of that populous city with 
which they were once surrounded, The 
new city, Panjam, is a comparatively mea! 
place : the Inquisition, too well known for 
its atrocities in the cases of F. Ephraiun 
Neves, M. Dellon, &c. is now mouldenny 
to ruins, without the least prospect of re- 
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covery. It is said that all the European 
Portuguese, who refuse to take the oaths 
to the new government, which is a govern- 
ment of half-castes, will be banished the 
country ; and in this number, the Archbi- 
shop Primate is included, 


Persian Version of the Old Testament. 


From Goa, I proceeded by sea to Bom- 
bay, and thence to Poona. 

At this latier place, which was the prin- 
cipal object of my journey, I had the hap- 
piness of assisting at the commencement 
of a work, which forms the principal offi- 
cial intelligence that | have now to com- 
municate to the Society ; I mean the Per- 
sian Versian of the Old Testament, under- 
taken under their auspices by my friend, 
the chaplain of that station. Mr. Robin- 
son is, | believe, already favourably known 
to the Society, from his Bombay visitation 
sermon lately published, on the difficulties 
and the prospects of the clergy in India ; 
and his qualifications as a Persian scholar 
are generally acknowledged in this coun- 
try. He engaged in this undertaking with 
the approbation and encouragement of 
Archdeacon Barnes: and one of the last 
acts of our late excellent Diocesan’s life, 
was the formal acceptance of his labours ; 
subject to all the Statutes of the College 
respecting translations, its committees of 
revision, &c. This work, in conjunction 
with the New Testament of the late excel- 
lent Mr. Martyn (which may also be pro- 
perly made a subject for the revision of 
the College,) will, it is hoped, be the means 
of supplying the Mahomedan natives of 
India, as of other parts, with a classical 
faithful version of the Scriptures in their 
favourite language ; and forms, in every 
view, a most desirable opening of the la- 
bours of our college in this department. 


Want of Protestant Missionaries. 


F:om Surat, the last place on the wes- 
tern coast which I visited, my intention 
had been toreturn to Bengal by sea ; but 
the accounts that [ received of the uncer- 
tain length of a passage at this season, 
tugether with an invitation from the Resi- 
dent at Pertabgurh to accompany him to 
his station in central India, determined me 
to prefer returning overland. 

Before leaving this interesting coast, I 
trust [ shall be excused in remarking to the 
Society, on the peculiar want of Protestant 
missionaries here, compared with the op- 
posite side of the Peninsula ; and the pe- 
culiar necessity here, considering the pei- 
sons with whom they would have to do: 
and that these should be of the United 


Church of England and Ireland, or else of 
one of her sister Episcopal communions in 
America or Scotland. 


Black Jews in the Concan. 


A remark ofa different nature, but curi- 
ous as relating to the history of religion in 
this country, should not be omitied. | 
allude to the existence of BLACK JEWS in 
the Concan, or low tract of country be- 
tween Bombay and Malwan on this coast ; 
in equal or even superior numbers to those 
in the far southern neighbourhood of Co- 
chin, who have for more than a century 
engaged the attention of the christian pub- 
licin Europe. They have, like the oth- 
ers, Rabbies froin that division ef Jews in 
Europe, called Saphardim, or Spaniards: 
they have printed service-books also from 
them—circumstances which, with their 
possession of aux the Old Testament, are 
sufficiently destructive of the imagination, 
hastily entertained by some, that they are 
of the Ten Tribes. Many of the Sepoys, 
in the service of the company at Bombay, 
are of this singularly interesting oation. 
They are called by themselves and their 
fellow-soldiers, Israeli ; and all these men, 
however ignorant in other respects, can 
read the Hebrew letters. 


Parsees, Jains, and other Tribes. 


The time consumed in this tour, pro- 
tracted as it has been beyond my calcula- 
tion, will not, I hope, be deemed lost, even 
to the purposes of study. The marches in 
India, with the retinue and conveniences 
which they require, are far from being un- 
favourable for this; and the slight defi- 
ciencies as to reading are more than coim- 
pensated, by the opportunities afforded for 
observation and intercourse with different 
classes of natives. Il have been enabled, 
by this means only, to collect documents 
respecting the Parsees (or remnants of the 
ancient Persian fire-worshippers, at Guz- 
zera,) the Jains, and other singular tribes 
or sects in the Peninsula, which, with other 
books obtained during the ne Eeeey 
from the Brahmins and regular Hindoos, 
may not be unfit for the library of an In- 
stitution gdestined, as we hope, to embrace 
the whole of this country. 


Great want of Clergymen in the North of 
ndia. 


Another reason, a not strictly be- 
longing to the purpose for which I am sent 
hither, nor contemplated by myself before- 
hand, will not be heard with indifference 
by that Society which I have the honour of 
addressing: it is, the miserable defect of 
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ecclesiastical institutions, of every kind, in 
this central region; rendering even the 
casual hasty passage of an unknown cler- 
gyman of more importance, than can read- 
ily be conceived in Europe. The multi- 
tudes, who, within a few hours, applied to 
me for baptism, &c. in the cantonments of 
Nusseirabad and Nemuch, were enough to 
mark what must be the want in the other 
stations, equally abounding in European 
troops, of Mhow, Asseirgurh, Saujor, Hus- 
seinabad, Nagpore, &c. all 500 miles or 
more distant from the nearest place where 
there isa chaplain, in either of the three 
surrounding presidencies. The command- 
er at the first mentioned Military Station, 
who had applied twice in vain for a rem- 
edy of this evil, had passed, as he told me, 
sixteen years of his life without seeing a 
clergyman ; and was OBLIGED to perform 
several properly clerical offices himself, 
and this in some of the most populous of 
our stations in India. 

All the officers, to whom I have spoken 
upon this subject, have appeared even as- 
tonished at a neglect, from which the 
Dutch, the Portuguese, mp Se and 
the Danes in India, are so markedly free ; 
and which I believe to be without parallel 
in the colonial history of any christian na- 
tion. The prejudices of the natives have 
been strangely alleged at home, in excuse 
for this ; when it is known to all who have 
most conversed with them, as may be said 
without fear of contradiction, that, in pro- 
portion to their fear of interference with 
their own modes of religion, is their dispo- 
sition to condemn and even despise those 
who have no religious institutions them- 
selves. Their esteem for the British na- 
tion seems to have increased from the 
happy and decided, but yet very partial, 
approaches to a better state, that have tak- 
en place already: from the public opinion, 
which is now even loud upon the subject, 
we should be happy to augur more. 


Prevalent desire of Information. 


[t was my wish to add here something 
respecting the many encouraging appear- 
ances, now first presented, of the opening 
of the native mind in India; such as are 
the imtroduction of native newspapers in 
their own language—their curiosity respec- 
ting other manners and histories than their 
own—their desire to Jearn English, and 
(notwithstanding that suspicion on the arti- 
cle of religion, which makes every caution, 
short of dissimulation or compromise, ne- 
cessary and pruper toward then:) to read in 
that view every * Shaster” of ours, when 
considesed as a part of English education. 





This is a large subject of itself, upon 
which [ hope hereafter more fully to ad- 
dress the Society. 


Indian writings against the Superstilious 
Views of the Natwes. 


But there is one appearance of this kind, 
which, as it bears more immediately upon 
the great object always before us, I camuot 
omit: I mean the rise, tn different parts of 
India, of persons, who, on the principles of 
natural religion only, oppose in speech and 
writing the reigning superstitions of their 
countrymen, as impious and abominable. 
These men, who are mostly of high caste 
as Hindoos, and retain fully their place it 
society, are not indeed enlightened as to 
the remedy wanted for the evils which 
they discern : they mingle often, with their 
opposition, views respecting satisfaction 
and atonement, more remote from the 
truth than the traditions (however distorted 
and corrupt) of the people whom they op- 
pose ; and they all want that disposition 
to undergo sacrifices in the cause of truth, 
which it seems that nothing but a better 
hope than theirs is able to inspire. Yet 
their party is extending itself; and while 
the leaders content with the sort of admi- 
ration which they excite, comply outwardly 
with the corruptions and superstitions that 
they are undermining, the effect on the 
community at large of this discussion, 
seems to be paving the way for their fina 
destruction. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON JEWS 
SOCIETY. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE RE\ 
LEWIS WAY. 


Vile, off Sidon, in Syria, 
June 10, 1823. 


My dear Hawtrey,—Having written to 
you from Malta, and Mr. Lewis having 
sent you a long detail up to that time, { 
have only to inform you, that by the mer- 
cy of God, our voyage to this place was 
most prosperous ; the wind was so favour- 
able all the way, that for seven days the 
sails required nochange of position, and 
we ran before a gentle gale that just filled 
the canvas: the sky was without a cloud. 
At 53 iniles from shore, I first saw the top 
of Lebanon crowning and covering this 
land of promise ; the sun was rising with- 
out a speck to break its rays, and remind- 
ed me of Him who will rise upon it with 
healing inhiswings By a mistake of the 
Captain of the Hebe, we found ourselves. 
inthe harbour of Tyre, instead of that of 
Sidon, and there we first set foot on haly 
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ground, Thus we saw the first literal ful- 
jilment of prophecy in the minute and ac- 
curate forecast of Ezekiel xxvi. which at 
this moment affords a correct delineation of 
the spot on which I cast my eager -andin- 
guiring eye. “They shall destroy the walls of 
Tyrus,and break down her towers: I will also 
scrape her dust from her, and make her like 
the top of a rock. Jt shail be a place for the 
spreading of nets in the midst of the sea.” 
And again, xxvi.14. “I will makethee like 
the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to 
spread nets upon ; thou shali be built no 
more. SO true is this, that though this 
town isthe seat of an archbishop, no at- 
tempt is made to repair much less to re- 
build4t: two or three miserable, most 
miserable broken barks, occupy the place 
of the ivory galleys and purple sails of the 
mart of nations. Where the peacocks, 
and the gold of Ophir were landed ; where 
the temple timber from Lebaron was em- 
barked, all I could find te purchase was a 
water pitcher of the rudest form. The 
Arabs stared at a merchant vessel and a 
few Europeans, as the savages of Otaheite 
gaped after captain Cook, and the Endeay- 
aur, at its first appearance. The whole 
place and promontory look as if a trifling 
swelldrom the north would finally accom- 
plish the whole prediction as_ recorded, 
tizekiel xxviii. 19. 

Better is the hope of Sidon, see xxviii. 
23. That city is yet atown of some.com- 
inerce; there is yet a synagogue and some 
respectable Jews there. Isat on a Sab- 
bath evening with sixteen in the Rabbi’s 
house, speaking of the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God. There was a Jeru- 
salem Jew present, who said I was right, 
as to the future glory of Jerusalem, and 
promised when I came to the Holy City to 
inake me known to many Jews who are 
waiting for the consolation of Israel. 

In the fifteen days in which I have ocea- 
rionally visited the shore, 1 hear nothing 
but the Hakem, and the Incardi, and the 
Messiah, by which names Qttemans and 
Maronites. and descendants of Abrahain, 
nean what we call “ The King of Glory,” 
whom they expect this year to appear, at 
least to the wise and waiting, and are pre- 
paring for his triumphant entry into fis 
own land, which we know to be Imman- 
uel’s. They expect more earthquakes and 
inuch famine to purge it, and many adver- 
saries from the north; but J already have 
reuson to think there is as much expecta- 
tion of a Great Deliverer, as there was 
wien the Magi came from the east of old. 
They are wondering who those can be who 
are come ina merchant ship without mer- 





chandise, and they looked with enquiring 
wonder at the boxesof many sizes now 
safely deposited in the Khan, litle think- 
ing that they contain that merchandise 
which is better than silver or perishing 
gold. 

I cannot tell, you must feel, or guess my 
feelings, on treading on the ground our 
Saviour tred. May I doit in spirit as 
well as fact, and follow, mango intervallo, 
his blessed steps. I wished to have land- 
ed at Sidon, but I was first to see Tyre, the 
pattern of desolation to come elsewhere. 
Having retraeed the track of Paul in one 
of his voyages to Puteoli, we took his 
course exactly in another, Acts xxi. 3.; 
for “when we had discovered Cyprus, we 
lefi it on the left hand, and sailed into 
Syria, and landed at Tyre.” 1 cannot 
add, “ For there the ship was to unlade 
her burthen.” Had we been so disposed, 
there was no warehouse of sufficient mag- 
nitude to contain it. I am indebted for 
that convenience to the kindness of Lady 
Hester Stanhope, well-known as the neice 
and domestic manager of a departed pre- 
mier in England; a lady of no ordinary 
talent, research and enterprise ; who has 
lived ten vears in the country and means 
never to quit it. 

She has opened her house to. me, and 
when I have finished this, if the’ working of 
the vessel will allow me to make it legible, 
I am going to repese under her roof, till 1 
can eccupy a place she has taken for me 
on the top of Lebayopn, where we shall em- 
ploy the summer in preparing for the fu- 
ture, by the study of language, and forma- 
tion of habits necessary to an Arab life. 
The place .is eminently suited to the re- 
ception of missionaries on their arrival to 
learn Arabic, Syriac, and other things 
equally necessary for a regular plan of 
Christian emerprise-in this unknown and 
interesting region. 

My beard is growing fast, literally my 
beard. I wear the dress 1 bought in the 
Crimea four years since ; and on my Arab 
mare, a perfect and safe creature, Lady 
H. has given me, I already traverse the 
craggy rocks with as much ease as I used 
to descend the Devon hills ; and the sight 
ofa Bedouin troop of the fainily of Hagar, 
is to me more cheering than the train of 
the javelin men, who ushered the judges 
into the circuit towns. I read the truth of 
God’s word in all around me; I see the 
record ofthe past and the promise of the 
future, and in all behold the blessing strug- 

ling to.overcome the curse, as at last it 
will. But Satan is keeping his hold, and 
raging for a known season 
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It is remarkable, that the phenomena of 
demoniacal possession and influence, are 
as much the subject of observation in these 
parts now, as at the first advent. False 
Christs are appearing and deceiving many, 
and facts of this nature are not wanting 
which on your side of the world, where 
witchcraft is legalized or ridiculed, would 
obtain no credence. These are among 
the works of the devil, which the Son of 
God was manifested to destroy, and which 
the Son of man will finally exterminate. 
They are so notorious in the courts of Gen- 
tile Calilee, that a minister of the Gospel 
must enter it with the unrevoked promise 
of the Saviour for his stay and comfort, 
taking it as recorded in Mark xvi. 17, 18, 
for poisoning is adaily practice. Serpents 
and lizards crawl over the stones of the 
mountains, and evil spirits occupy the 
stony hearts of the deluded Syrians. 

Iam now about to quit the Hebe, in 
which [have passed, with certain inter- 
vals, three months, without a sickness or a 
sorrow. [I sincerely recommend to the 
Society the consideration of the mainte- 
nance of a brig of 150 tons for the Med- 
iterranean, to be always afloat in the sum- 
mer for books, missionaries, &c.; which 
should form a floating school, chapel, and 
warehouse. Persons engaged in_ this 
service would as far as human precaution 
can go, be secured from the plague and the 
annoyances incident to feluccas. It would 
be an asylum for pious mariners; captain 
Pearson would, [am sure be its Palenu- 
rus, and God would give it his blessing. 
Thanks be to Him, on the quarter deck, or 
in .he hollow saddle of an Arab steed, I 
find that peace which the world cannot 
give. Yours sincerely, 

L. War. 


THE VAUDOIS OR WALDENSIS. 


God has always had a people on earth, 
who have kept the faith of his holy word. 
Even in the darkest and worst ages, a rem- 
nant has been left, to shine as lights in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse genera- 
tion. There are few countries, however, 
in which divine truth has flourished from 
the first ages until now. The candlestick 
has been removed from one country into 
another. The sins of a Church have 
tempted God to withdraw the blessings of 
the Gospel, and to send them elsewhere. 
Look at the seven Churches of Asia.— 
How favoured was their lot! How rich 
their means of grace! How hopeful their 
state! But now, alas! and indeed for 
many hundred years, the threatenings of 


The Vaudois or Waldensis. 
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Christ have been fulfilled, and they sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 

There are however people, with whom 
the blessings of the Gospel have been con- 
tinued from the days of the Apostles them- 
selves until now. And among these the 
Vaudois stand most eminent. I intend to 
lay before my readers a short outline of 
their history 

The Vaudois now form the united 
Church of the Waldenses and Albigenses, 
They dwell chiefly in the vallies of Pied- 
mont between [taly and France. It is 
supposed that they received the Gospel 
from St. Paul himself. We know that he 
lived two years in Rome, and certainly he 
spared no pains to spread the Gospel 
through the Roman states, in which Pied- 
mont was then included. As the Epistle 
to the Romans was sent from Corinth, and 
Paul purposed to go from thence by Rome 
into Spain, it is most likely he would pass 
through Piedmont. But be this as it may, 
certain it is, that this people received the 
Gospel long before the power of the Pope 
was set up; and all writers both friends 
and enemies bear witness to the long stand- 
ing of their Church. Beza makes out, 
that through them the pure Gospel was 
maintained in Europe during Popish times. 
He speaks of them as “ forming the re- 
mains of the pure and primitive Church.” 
It cannot be shewn, that they ever conform- 
ed to the Romish communion, though 
they underwent the most dreadful perse- 
cutions. The Monk Belvidere who was 
sent on a Mission by the Pope into these 
vallies, complains in common with other 
Missionaries, that they never could effect 
the conversion of a_ single Vaudois : and 
the only reason he gives is, “that such 
heretics had ever existed in these vallies.” 
An Inquisitor, afterwards sent on the same 
errand among this people, declares, “that 
of all sects which either have existed, or 
can exist, there is none more dangerous to 
the Romish Church than the Vanudois ; 
and that for three reasons :—because it is 
the most ancient of all ; because it is spread 
the widest; and because these religionists 
have a great shew of piety; are just and 
upright in their dealings; believe of God 
only what ought to be believed ; and re- 
ceive all the articles of the Apostles’ 
Creed.” Such is the high testimony even 
of anenemy. And indeed from all that 
ancient writers have said ; from all that 
pious persons who have visited them from 
England have lately seen, of their doctrine 
and discipline, there is every reason to be- 
lieve, that they are the only Church which 
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has been kept unspotted from the world 
since the days of the Apostles, and has 
needed no reform from the errors of anti- 
christ. Indeed, so remarkabie has been 
their purity, that Mr. Faber and other di- 
vines, who have written on prophecy, con- 
sider them to be the “ two witnesses” 
‘Rev. xi.) who were to hold forth the true 
light of the Gospel, during the 1260 years 
of the Church’s depression under the. pow- 
er of the little horn of Daniel. 

Now, one might have supposed, that a 
people so harmless and holy, would be al- 
lowed to pass their days in safety and 
peace ; but as it was in the beginning, so 
it has ever been sinee, “they that are born 
after the flesh, persecute them that are 
born after the spirit.” About thirty bitter 
persecutions have been endured by them, 
through the space of 200 years ; begin- 
ning about the middle of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. The Inquisition was the grand 
means of attempting their utter destruc- 
tion. 

Orders were given from Rome that the 
Vaudois were unworthy to keep company 
with other Christians. Their goods were 
to be taken from them, and their houses 
pulled down. All princes and chiefs were 
to deliver them over to the [nquisitors, and 
to be severely punished if they shewed 
thern the least favour. But all this was 
found to be in vain. Still they multiplied 
under their trials. Power was next given 
tothe Popish Missionaries, to put all her- 
etics to death without mercy! Nay more: 
they went so far as totake up the bones of 
those who had been buried. They burned 
them in the fire, and took away the proper- 
ty of those who were related to them.— 
Father was forced to witness against son, 
husband against wife, brother against sis- 
ter, friend against friend. A single wit- 
ness was enough for an order for the rack, 
even though that witness was the vilest 
person. The accused was not even allow- 
ed to choose his own counsel. 

At one time the Vaudois were forced to 
flee with their wives and children to the 
highest mountains ; where about eighty of 
the infants, and many of the mothers, di- 
ed with cold. In the year 1476 the Vau- 
dois fell in numbers by the hands of the 
papists. They were burnt, bung, and 
inost cruelly treated : and two years after, 
the Pope ordered them to “ be crushed as 
poisonous asps.” And to excite the Pa- 
pists to be zealous in their work of murder, 
the Pope granted to all who should fight 
against the Vaudois, “a full indulgence 
and remission for all the sins they might 
have committed ; and this pardon was te 
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extend as far as the point of death.” And 
further, the right was granted, to possess 
themselves of the property of heretics ; and 
it was given out, that all persons owing 
debts to them were no longer bound to 
pay them. It is supposed that this bull of 
the Pope, cost above eight hundred thou- 
sand Protestants their lives, who were ei- 
ther Vandois, or professed their doctrines 
in other parts of Europe. 

In 1555-Barthelemi Hector was burnt 
at Turin. His firmness and conduct were 
so affecting, that all who saw him were 
melted into tears, and spoke loudly against 
the cruelty of his jadges, the Inquisitors. 

In 1560 the perseeution was dreadful, 
Aimongst many others, a man and his wife 
were burnt at the stake for refusing to at- 
tend mass. Two ministers were roasted 
to death ata slow fire. Anaged Vaudois, 
in his 103rd year, was crnelly murdered 
in acave. His grand-daughter, who had 
been his companion in his retreat, and to 
whom the ruffians offered violence, prefer- 
red death to dishonour, and flung herself 
down a high rock. Some time after, the 
Vaudois were ordered to leave their towns 
and villages within three days. It was in 
the depth of a hard winter. Women with 
child, the young, the aged, and sick, were 
all forced to seek an abode amidst dreary 
tracts of ice and snow: “a sight (says 
Leger) which might have drawn from the 
beholder tears of blood.” c 

Words cannot express, and the pen re- 
fusesto write, the tale of cruelties which 
took place in 1655. Infants were torn 
from their distracted mothers’ arms ; bruis- 
ed; knocked against wails and rocks; and 
torn in sunder by men pulling them in op- 
posite directions by the legs ! 

The sick, the aged of both sexes, were 
burnt in their beds and houses, hacked in 
pieces ; stripped, and bound with their heads 
between their legs, and then rolled down 
fron: the tops of rocks. Women and girls 
were treated in the most shocking manner. 
Some were stuffed alive with flints ; oth- 
ers blown to pieces by gunpowder, with 
which their ears and mouths had been fil- 
led, or died under the tearing of their flest:, 
which their butchers cut away peacemeal. 

Men were chopped away bit by bit, flay- 
ed and hung up by the legs; and witness- 
ing at the same time the murder of ther 
children, and the dishonour of their wives 
and daughters, died in unspeakable tor- 
tures. Here a child beheld the entrails of 
his father dragged from his body: there 
his mother gashed with cuts, while her 
baby wastorn away from her, and paraded 
about on the top of spikes. The land was 
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reeking with tears and blood. ‘Phe groans 
of the dying, the cries of the living, echoed 
from rock to rock, from valley to valley, 
but they could not move one heart to pity. 
Let it not be thought that this picture is 
over-drawn. It is taken from authentic 
documents, in which the names, birth pla- 
ces, abode and ages of many of the suffer- 
ersare given. Isaiah Grand, aged 90, and 
Madame Armond, were both carved peace- 
meal, as carcases in the shambles. John 
and David Prin were seized in bed ; the 
skin of their arms and legs was taken off 
in stripes, and they were left in that state 
to die with thirst. A daughter of Mr. 
Long was roasted alive on a stone slab.— 
D. Cardon had his brains and heart taken 
out. Widow Hugon and her daughter 
were placed ona cart, and, as they were 
drawn along, pierced on one side with 
pikes, and pelted with stones on the other. 

Ovens were publicly heated, and filled 
with the poor Vaudois. An express was 
sent to the people of Kora, ordering them 
to attend mass in twenty-four hours, on 
pain of death, and the destruction of their 
village. Death rather than mass ! was the 
universal answer. In consequence of 
which, men, women, and children were 
cruelly butchered, and 126 suffered in one 
day. 

Such is a faint outline of the sufferings 
of this Christian people. Though of late 
they have had more favour shewn by those 
who hate them, they are still exposed to 
great grievances, and much reduced by 
their former persecutions. Our own hap- 
py country has all along felt much pity for 
these afflicted Protestant brethren, and 
has helped them both by money, and by 
interfering with their rulers on their behalf. 
Their present number is aSout 18,000.— 
They are very ill supplied with Ministers, 
being too poor to support them. Mr. Lew- 
is Way, whose naine is well known as the 
zealous friend of the Jews, is at present 
living not far from Piedmont, and is la- 
bouring to excite christians to assist the 
poor Vaudois. He has lately published a 
sermon which he preached last April in 
Rome on their behalf; from which and 
the appendix to it, the above account is 
chiefly taken. He also lately preached at 
Nice for the same purpose, and collected 
nearly 1201. If this paper should meet 
the eye of any who feel a desire to give 
their mite towards this ancient and _ afflict- 
ed Church of Christ, the Editor can easily 
forward it to Mr. Way, who will make the 
best disposal of it for the benefit of the 
schools, pastors, hospitals, or poor families, 
ecording to the wish of the givers. 
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And oh! that all my readers may be ex- 
cited by this account to thankfulness for 
their richer mercies; and put this question 
to themselves ; “is my religion of such a 
nature, as that I should wish to give up ey- 
ery thing forthe sake of it? Do I really 
count all things but loss for the knowledge 
of Christ? Happy indeed is it for the 
Church of Christ to enjoy such peaceful 
times as the present : but let us remember 
that the spirit of Popery is still the same. 
Their principles require that they should 
as a matter of duty root out heretics (as 
they call us Protestants) in every possible 
way. They think that in so doing, they 
render God service. While therefore we 
wish them well, and act peaceably towards 
them, let us be jealous of giving them great- 
er power ; and above all, let us long and 
pray for that happy time, when “ the man 
of sin” shall be overthrown, and all. shall 
be one fold under one Shepherd.—Lon- 
don Friendly Visitor. 





From the Lond. Baptist Magazine. 


The Honours given to Joseph, (the suppo- 
sed father of Christ,) in the Church of 
Rome. 


It is generally known that the virgin mother 
of our Lord is the principal object applied to for 
intercession in the Church of Rome; but the fol- 
lowing will show that the husband of Mary, 
(though, being dead, he knows not anu thing, as 
the scriptures testify,) is regarded as little inteyi- 
or to Mary herself, by the advocates of that really 
** depraved superstition!” It is styled “ 4 Novena 
to St. Joseph,” &c. aud is to be said on each of the 
nine days.” 

** O glorious descendant of the kings of Judah, 
inheritor of the virtues of all the patriarchs, ami- 
able spouse of the ever-blessed Virgin, jnst and 
happy Saint Josepn, hear my supplications! You 
are, and ever shall be, after Jesus and Mary, 
the object of my most profound respect, in whom 
I willconfide ; you are the most hidden though 
the greatest saint,a true model of interior souls. 
It is to you all should address, that desire to be 
perfect, and to save their souls. It is you thev 
should choose for their protector. I unite myself 
this day to all that invoke, honour, and love you, 
dedicating myself to your service. O amiable 
Saint Joseph, look with compassion on me ; take 
me under your protection ; remember Him whose 
submission and dependence have exalted you, 
and redeemed me by his blood, which still thirsts 
for my perfection and salvation. I conjure thee, 
most humbly, QO glorious Saint Joseph, by that 
paternal heart which God bestowed on you to- 
wards his, and by that heart of a son that Jesus 
had for you, to take under your special care and 
protection the sanctification of my soul; be thou 
my director, my guide, my father, and master, in 
a spiritual life, and in the way to perfection. Of- 





See a pamphlet published forthe use of the 
Roman Catholics in Cork, in 1815, entitled, “ A 
NOVENA, OR NINE DAYS DEVOTION TO THE EVES 
BLESSED VIRGIN.” 
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fer me tothe most holy Trinity, with whom you 
had so glorious and so intimate a correspondence; 
and youchsafe to demand of Jesus Christ, you 
who were never refused, (as St. Teresa assures 
us,) be pleased to demand for me those particular 

races which I petition for in this Novena. 

Here they are to be specified.| 1 now offer myself 

to you, that you may present me to Jesus ; be- 
ceech him to kindle in my heart, and in the hearts 
of all christians, the fife of his most pure love ; 
and also to imprint therein the resemblance of 
his adorable infancy, his purity, simplicity, humil- 
ity, and meekness. Obtain for me a most partic- 
ular devotion to your Virgin Spouse, that the glo- 
ry of the Son and the Mother may ever reign in 
my soul; that their holy names and yours may be 
dear to my heart, and that I may arrive, under 
your powerful protection,to the happiness of dying, 
as you did, in theiramiable company! Amen. 

“ Lord have mercy on us. 

Christ have mercy on us. 

Holy Mary, queen of the world ; 

St. Joseph, spouse of the blessed Virgin ; 

St. Joseph, sanctified before thy birth ; 

St. Joseph, privileged and preserved from 
all mortal sin ; 

St. Joseph, confirmed in grace ; 

St. Joseph, honour of the patriarchs ; 

St. Joseph, reputed the father of Jesus ; 

St. Joseph, abounding with all the gifts of 
he Holy Ghost ; 

St. Joseph, who adoredst Jesus in the 
erib > 

St. Joseph, an angelic man ; 

St. Joseph, who by the admonition of thy 
sood angel, preservedst Christ from the fury 
of Herod ; 

St. Joseph, who as a Principality of the 
first hierarchy of angels, didst govern Christ; 

St. Joseph, who as a virtue wast a minister > 
to Christ ; 

St. Joseph, in whose arms and bosom, 
Christ was seated as ona throne : 

St. Joseph, who as a cherubian hadst care 
of the Virgin of the true Paradise ; 

St. Joseph, a seraphical man ; 

St. Joseph,a most high contemplative soul ; 

St. Joseph, who diedst in the arms of 
Christ ; | 

Si. Joseph, who didst hear angelical mu- 
sic .- 

St. Joseph, Precursor of Christ to the ho- | 
ly Fathers in Limbo ; 

St. Joseph who didst arise with Christ | 
from the dead ; 

St. Joseph, who in body and mind didst en- | 
joy peculiar gilts of glory ; 

St. Joseph, our dear patron and defender ; 

* Assist us, O Lord, we beseech thee, by the 
merits of the spouse of the Holy Mother, that 
what of ourselves we cannot obtain, may be giv- 
en us through his intercession, through Christ ou. 
Lord. Amen.” 

The little pamphlet from which the above is 
taken; was given me by a converted Roman Cath- 
olic, and such is the attachment they have to the 
intercession of the saints, that when (iwo days 
ago) I directed one of them that reads the Irish 
character, tol Tim. ii.5, he was exceedingly per- 
plexed at translating the words, “ one mediator 
between God and men.’ He read before and af- 
ter very freely, and discoursed onthe connection, 
but strove to avoid the main point to whieh IT di- 
rected him ‘This is the instruction they reecive, 
ind thus the souls of millions are Iced in 
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paths of error to their ‘destruction. Surely afier 
such a representation,there can be no nee to use 
arguments with those who know the value of the 
soul, and of the gospel to promote its happiness, to 
induce them to assist liberally those institutions 
that are in operation to emancipate our fellow 
subjects in England, and in this country, from the 
chains of mental slavery in which they are fast 
bound. “ Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the 
Lord ; curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, 
because theyjcame not to the help of the ‘Lord ; 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” Judges 
v. 23. mh, ~ 
Clonmel, August, 1823. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT AUBURN 

The Rev. James Richards, D. D. late Pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church in Newark 
New-Jersey, was lately inducted into the of- 
fice of Professor of Christian Theology in the 
Theological Seminary at Auburn. The Rey. H. 
N. Woodruff, of Manlius, addressed the Throne 
of Grace, and read a portion of the Scriptures ; 
the Rev. J. Brown of Cazenovia, preached the 
Sermon. The Rev. J. Keip of Homer, Presi- 
dent of the Board, offered the inauguration pray 
er, and made an address. The Rev. Dr. Ricli- 
ards made an address and gave the benediction 

It is understood thatthe addresses which were 
made, and which are highly spoken of, will soon 
be published. 


BANGOR (MAINE) THEOLOGICAL SEM. 
INARY. 

It is the object of the founders of this institu- 
tion to prepare young men for the ministry at a 
less expense, and in a shorter time, than is con- 
sumed, in other Seminaries, the classical and the- 
ological course being both attended to. It is sup- 
posed Ly many that men, perfectly competent for 
the service, may be prepared, and thus the 
Churches in mapy parts of our country be suppli- 
ed with pastors, who must otherwise remain des- 
titute. 

This institution was incorporated in 1814, and 
permanently located at Bangor in 1819. It has 
two professors ; one of Theology, and one of Clas- 
sical Literature. The term of stady is four 
years. Eighteen have completed their course, 
of whom eleven are now Pastors of Churches, 
and some employed as missionaries. Thirty stu- 
dents are now in this seminary. The qualifica- 
tions for entrance “ are nearly the same as they 
were twenty years ago, at most colleges iD this 
country.” 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

The Managers of tie American Colonization 
Seciety, continue their labours for the transporta 
tion and settlement of persons of colour, in Afri 
ca. One hundred and six of these have entered 















their names and are preparing to emigrate to the 
settlement at Cape Montserado The Society is 
in great need of funds. It is supposed that the 
expense for each colonist is about Fifty Dol- 
lars. Many of the colonists defray their own ex- 
penses. The sickness of the carly colonists is 
supposed-to have artsen from the exposure to 
which they were subject on their arrival near the 
commencement of the rainy season, an evil 
against which the managers hope to guard in fu- 
ture. 


AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY OF THE 
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW-HAVEN. 

At a meeting of the Directors of this Society, 
on the 20th instant, a vcte was passed, directing 
the Treasurer to remit $150 as a donation to the 
American Bible Society, and $59 for the pur- 
chase of Bibles, which will be sold at cost, or at 
reduced prices, or gratuitously bestowed, accord- 
ing to the ewcumstances of the applicants. 

Committees were appointed to visit the several 
towns in the County, for the purpose of assisting 
in the formation of Auxiliary Societies. 

It was also resolved that the Constitution of 
the Socicty, and the printed Address be sent to 
the Clergy and other individuals in the several 
aowns of the County. 

The following isa copy of the Address :— 


The Directors of “The Auxiliary Bible 
Society for the City and County cf New- 
Haven,” would respectfully address Chris- 
tians of every denomination, on the duty of 
making increased and pernianent exertions, 
within the County, in support of the 
American Bisir Soctery. 

That the obligation of Christians to pub- 
lish the Word of life among all nations, is 
paramount to every other—that this object 
can be most effectually attained by a un- 
ion of all who bear the Christian name, io 
a single and harmonious system of opera- 
tions—that such a union, while it obviates 
one of the severest charges brought against 
us by the enemies of our faith, has a ten- 
dency to promote mutual confidence and 
brotherly affection ; to soften asperities of 
feeling, correct misconceptions, and lessen 
the foree of prejudice among those who 
differ in minor points of faith and practice 
—that the permanent establishment of Bi- 
ble Societies and Associations, may be of 
incalculable benefit to the community 
where they exist, by creating a higher tone 
of moral sentiment, by enlisting the sym- 
pathies of all in the sufferings of a world 
perishing “ for lack of vision,” by awaken- 
ing the attention of the thoughtless, and 
deepening the sense of spiritual interests, 
in the minds of the professed followers of 
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Christ—are truths too firmly established by 
experience and by the very nature of the 
Christian system, to call for proof or illus. 
tration. 

It is therefore a subject of regret that so 
little has hitherto been done by the County 
of New- Haven, in this great cause ; that s, 
few of our towns have Auxiliary Societies 
in actual operation ; that the public atten. 
tion among us has been so exclusively gj. 
rected to other objects, as to leave a contri. 
bution of scarcely three hundred dollars y 
year from a population of forty thousand 
souls, in aid of the American Bible So. 
ciety. 

In view of these facts, “The Auxiliary 
Bible Society for the City and County of 
New-Haven” has been organized anew, 
with the design of giving a more vigorous 
and lasting impulse to the exertions of its 
friends. ‘he hope is now entertained of 
procuring the formation, in every town 
within the County, of “ Auxiliary Socic- 
ties” or “ Bible Associations,” which shall 
not, as in former instances, be left after a 
short period to languish and expire. This 
hope is founded on the continually enlarg. 
ing sphere of usefulness which is opened 
before the American Bible Society ; its in- 
creasing need of aid ; and the attachment 
and veneration which are felt by almost all 
classes among us, for this catholic and sa- 
cred Institution. 

The Directors of “ The Auxiliary Bible 
Society for the City and County of New- 
Haven,” would therefore respectfully and 
urgently solicit the co-operation of all 
Ministers of the Gospel, and officers of the 
church of Christ, in laying this subject be- 
fore the community around them, and io 
leading the way to the formation of local 
Societies. And they would affectionately 
invite all who bear the name and partici- 
pate in the glorious privileges of Christians 
to unite with them in these exertions to 
carry into effect the last injunction of the 
Redeemer, “ Go ye into all the world anc 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


By order of the Board of Directors, 
Cuauncey A. Goopricn, Sec’y. 


Amang the votes passed, was one requestin: 
the Committees in the several districts of the cit), 
to inquire what individuals in their districts are 
destitute of the Scriptures, with a view to thei: 
supply from the funds of this Society. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors 
will be held on the Thursday preceding the firs’ 
Sabbath in March, at 7 o'clock, P. M. at the 
House of Dr. Morse. 
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From the Boston Recorder’. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


During the last winter there were revivals 
of religion, in five schools taught by bene- 
fciaries of the Americaw Education Socie- 
ty. During the last year, there were revi- 
vals of religion in five academies, viz. 
in Hampton N. H. in Philips, and Am- 
herst, Mass. in West Nottingham, Mary- 
land; and in Abbeville, S.C. During the 
jast eighteen months, there were revivals of 
religion in six colleges ; in Williams and 
Amherst, Mass. ; in Dickinson and Jeffer- 
son, Penn.; in Hampden Sidney, and 
Washington, Virginia. In the colleges 
and academies of the middle and southern 
states, mentioned above, there were never 
revivals before ; and therefore they are re- 
carded by Christians generally, at the 
south, as Opening a new era upon their 
jiterary institutions. 

During the last eighteen months, in the 
colleges, academies, and schools mention- 
ed above, more than two hundred prom- 
ising youth, who will probably become 
ministers ofthe gospel, and missionaries of 
the Cross, were hopeful subjects of grace. 
The large cities, and the different states 
and different denominations of Chrisiians 
have not been less signally blessed, than 
the literary institutions. During the last 
year, Boston, New-York, and Charleston ; 
thirty-six Congregational and Presbyterian 
Churches in Mass. nineteen in Con. forty- 
five in New York, twenty in New-Jersey, 
thirty in Pennsylvania, twenty-two in Vir- 
ginia, are reported as having been favour- 
ed with revivals of religion. During the 
samme time, twenty-cight congregations, 
in the Presbyterian church ; one hundred 
and sever in the Baptist; one hundred 
and thirty-nine, in the Congregational ; 
filiv-five, in the Methodist; and cight in 
the Dutch Reformed ; in all the different 
denominations, 407 congregations, are re- 
ported as having shared in the same gra- 
c:ous and Divine influences. The nuim- 
her of hopeful converts, in these revivals, 
is estimated at twenty-six thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-four. This most refresh- 
ing intelligence has been collected with 
<reat care, from the various religious pub- 
ications, of the different denominations, 
od sates, anc will be communicated to 

churches more minutely in this paper. 

i tnere joy in Heaven over one sinner 
at repenteth ? What! in view of this 
©? In one country, in a single year, 

ye wan four hundred revivals of reli- 
znd more than twenty: seven thou- 

| bopeful converts. 





Conversion of Sabbath School Teachers, 
and Scholars during the last year.—In the 
Sabbath School of the first Reformed Dutch 
Church, in Philadelphia, four teachers ; 
in the Great-Cross Roads, Penn. Sunday 
school, five teachers ; in the Princeton Sab- 
bath school several teachers and scholars ; in 
the Sabbath School of the first Presbyte- 
rian Church in the city of Washington, 
nine teachers and three scholars ; in the 
Hillstown, Penn. Sabbath School, sixteen 
teachers and three scholars. All these 
scholars and teachers, in these Sabbath 
Schools, during the last year, have made a 
public profession of their faith. 

Converts are multiplying as drops of 
morning dew. How many heirs of glory, 
and how many future Ministers and Mis- 
sionaries have been born again ? 





From the Southern Intelligencer. 


FROM JERUSALEM. 


Exiract of a letier from the Rev. Mr, Fisk, 
to a gentleman in Charleston,dated Jeru- 
salem, May 10, 1823, L. D. Even. 

I sit down at the close of this holy day, 
to tell you how I have spent it. Early in 
the morning I read, for my own advan- 
tage, instruction and encouragement, the 
book of Nehemiah—Before breakfast, I 
had two visitors in my room. One wasa 
Catholic, who is making me a table, and 
came for money and directions cancern- 
ing his work. I said tohim “ To-day is 
the Sabbath.” He seemed not to under- 
stand why this should prevent the transac- 
tion of business ;—I therefore read and ex- 
plained tu him the fourth Commandincut. 
He then went away, saying he would call 
again to-morrow. My other visitor was a 
Greek Priest, who gave me a friendly call. 
With him I conversed about the way in 
which the Sabbath ought to be sanctified. 
Afier breakfast, I bad a refreshing season 
with my Brethren, Messrs. King and Wolff, 
in reading the scriptures, prayer and sing- 
ing. After this a Catholic from Bethle- 
hem, called to sell pictures. To hin I 
read Luke 8, and Matt. ii. and spoke some 
time about Christ and salvation through 
his blood. Before he went away, three 
other Catholics came in, with whom we 
spent more than two hours, in reading the 
Scriptures and in conversation. Two of 
them seemed to give their assent to what 
we said. The other was continually start- 
ing questions about the Pope, the Virgin 
Mary, confessions to the priests, and trans- 
substantiation. In regard to the Pope’s 
supremacy, he quoted, as the Cathclics al- 
ways do, Matt. xvi. 18. We replied. 
“Christ said that to Peter, not to the 
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Pope.”—But, said he, the Pope is Peter’s 
successor. We demanded proof of this 
from Scripture, but he did not attempt to 
bring any. In regard to the power of 
priests to forgive sins he quoted Matt. xviii. 
18. We teplied Christ said that to the 
Apostles, not to the priests, and then read 
and explained to him James v. 16, and 1 
John i. 9, and ii. 1,2. We then said, “ If 
you have wronged any man it is your duty 
to confess your fault to the man you have 
injured. If you find yourself exposed to 
temptation or in doubt about your duty, go 
1o your minister or some other person, state 
vour difficulties, and communicate as free- 
ly as you please your doubts, and confess, 
if you please, all your sins. But remem- 
ber, God alone can see the heart. God 
alone can forgive sins. The Patriarchs, 
Prophets and Apostles confessed to him. 
‘The Bible says not a word about confess- 
ing to the priest. Confess your sins there- 
fore to God and expect pardon only from 
fim.” When he spoke about transubstan- 
tiation we read to him Matt. xxvi. 26—29, 
and 1 Cor. xi. 24—29. We also read to 
all the three several other portions of 
Scripture, and stated to them, as plainly 
as we could, the leading truths of the Gos- 
gel. 

After dinner two Greeks came to see 
ae, to whom I readin Greek 1 Cor. xiii. 
and madea shert address to them about 
ahe charity of love there described, its na- 
cure and fruits. Mean time a Jew was 
present and sat reading in the Hebrew New 
‘Sestamcnt. While was speaking to the 
étreeks two other Catholics came in, and 
ane of them told me he was in trouble with 
the Friars because he refused to go to con- 
fession. To him I read those passages 
of Scripture which treat of confession, and 
then read and explained the publican’s 
prayer andthe Sist Psalm. As they were 
going away, a Turk, with whom we are ac- 
ajuainted, came and brought us some elive 
branches from the mount of Olives. 

Towards evening, two Greeks, who can- 
not read, were near my room, and [ invited 
ihem in, and read to them two chapters 
from the Gospel. 

Thus the day has passed away. © that 
a blessing may rest upon eur feeble labours. 
To all my friends in Charleston Tsend my 
jove and Christian salutations. May peace 
and grace from our Lord Jesus Christ rest 
upon them all. Let us pray for each oth- 
ev. Let us live near to Christ. Let us do 
allthe good in our power. Christ will 
soon come to take us to himself O may 
we be found ready. Yours tenly, 

Prixy Fosx. 





From the London Baptist Magazine. 
AN ASIATIC SCENg. 


The following description of the country nea, 


the Ganges, during the rainy season, is from t), 
pen of Mr. Rowe, a Baptist Missionary, and wij) 
be new to most of our readers. 


Weare just emerging out of what we 
call the rainy season. During a great par 
of this period we livea sort of amphibious 
life, surrounded with water, and the heat 
and profusion of perspiration is sometimes 
so great that we ourselves seem almost re- 
duced toa fluid. At. this period of the 
year the prospect is such as would be alto. 
gether new to you. We have no hills and 
vales to feast our eyes upon, but the snr- 
rounding country presents a flat, extend- 
ing as far as the eye can reach in every di- 
rection. The Ganges overflows its banks, 
and inundates the low lands. Hence the 
natives build their towns and villages on 
spots of rising ground, and during a con- 
siderable part of the rains, the country 
around us looks like a Pacific ocean, cov- 
ered with innumerable islands. Men, wo- 
men, children, and cattle, are all cooped up 
together on the little elevated spots on 
which they have built their habitations. 
For days, or even weeks, soine of the vil- 
lages have no intercourse with the neigh- 
bouring villages, unless they are possessed 
of a boat. 

To evade the rapid stream of the Gan- 
ges, boats, that are going up the river, sail 
among these towns and villages, over fields 
which at other seasons of the year are 
covered with waving crops of grain for 
days together. ‘The river Ganges, the bed 
of which ishere about two miles in width, 
rolls down its mighty torrent within a few 
feet of the bungalow in which I reside, car- 
rying down datly an immense number of 
boats of various sizes and descriptions. 
Many boats and many lives are lost on the 
Ganges during this stormy period. A few 
weeks ago a boat w7s upset a mile or two 
above Digah: a number of fishing boats 


immediately put off to pick up parts of 


the boat, her cargo, and, her crew if any 
of them happened to float down pretty near 
them. So little do they think of the value 
of human life, that, in general, they would 
hardly row fifty yards to rescue a fellow 
creature from a watery grave, unless temp- 
ted by the hepe of gain. I saw two men 
belonging to this boat floating down in the 
strongest part of the stream, and unable to 
get towards the shore; im addition te 
which a storm had gathered and was just 
ready to burst over them, but not a boat 
offered to go to their assistance. At the 
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moment I stopped a fisherman, on his way 
‘o share the plunder, and offered hin a re- 
ward, on condition of his bringing these 
rwomento me. On the strength of this 
promise he set off, and after a while re- 
turned with the men. The poor men 
were nearly exhausted. The unnatural 
practice of throwing dead bodies into the 
river, and being accustomed to see them 
lying about on the shore, and floating down 
the seam, has no doubt a tendency to 
ylunt every humane and benevolent feel- 
ing. In short, the whole system of Idola- 
iry seems to be blended with cruelty. How 
ought we to rejoice that the glorious gos- 
pel is triamphing over this abominable 
system, and that the period is evidently 
drawing nigh, when Jesus shall have the 
heathen for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession / 





OBITUARY. 
MRS. PALMER. 


We mentioned in a late number, the great mor- 
tality which has prevailed in Sierra Leone. Mrs. 
Palmer survived her husband about a month ; 
and the account of her last hours, which we copy 
from the Missionary Register for September, will 
be interesting to all the friends of Missions. 


Having been conveyed from Regent’s Town to 
Freetown, Mrs. Palmer was received, with 
creat kindness into the house of Lieut. Colonel 
Sutherland. The whole of the last week of May 
she had fever ; but the remissions of the disorder 
gave great hopes of her recovery. Mr. Vaughan 
writes— . 

On Satarday, May 3lst, I spent much time with 
her in assisting her to settle her accounts. We 
had much profitable conversation. She appear- 
ed to nave strong impressions (and indeed said so) 
upon her mind, that her time on earth would be 
jutshort. Eternity seemed present to her view. 
Her conversation was principally on death, judg- 
went and eternity. She told me that she had no 
desire of abiding any longer in this vain. world, 
which was now nothing to her; but, like the 
Apostle, she had a great desire to depart and be 
with Christ : nevertheless she wished to lie sub- 
missive in the hands of her God, and was en- 
rely resigned to His sovereign will ; and all her 
wish was, that the will of God might be done. 
She said death had no terrors, as Jesus had taken 
away the sting ; and though she felt much trom 
iaward conflict, she had nothing to fear, because 
her blessed Saviour, whose sufferings were tar 
creater than ever hers had been,had not onlydeiiv- 
ered her from the power of Satan, but would de- 
liver her in the hour of death and in the day of 
judgment: it was, therefore, with the greatest joy 
tat she logked forward to the immediate pres- 
ence of ‘God, who had loved her with an ever- 
lasting love, and would never leave her nor for- 
sake oon: 


Mr. Vaughan was desirous that Mrs. Palmer 
should address a few parting words to his wife, in 
4hook which Mrs. Vaughan kept for purposes of 
(bat nature.- This record mamifests very strik- 
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ingly, as Mr. Vaughan observes, ‘* her resigna- 
tion to the will of God, her sure anc certain hope 
of glory, her comfort and support in the promises, 
her unshaken confidence in her Saviour, and her 
full submission to the divine dispensations.”’ 

Freetown, May 31, 1823. Though I am very 
unfit to write, yet, as you request a few words, | 
will endeavour to comply: I feel, my dear Mrs. 
Vaughan, that they will probably be the last: and 
do I wish that they should not ? No! I would not 
linger here an hour after that appointed by God 
for my quitting this body of sia and death ; nor 
would I depart an hour sooner than that, to avoid 
much suffering. [ am suRE HE WILL DO WELL! 
I fear not death ! Sinner as I am, | have a sure 
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection. The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin: the 
assurance of this was my husband’s support in his 
last hours. Oh my dear Mrs. Vaughan, you know 
how to sympathise with me in trials—trials that 
are common to Missionaries ; but, in this, the 
trial of my soul, you cannot at all feel for me 
He was, indeed, all that my heart could wish. 
How did he labour and suffer for his Master—his 
beloved Saviour ! Set not your affections on things 
below, needs to be continually sounded in our 
ears; and oh, Iet these words DWEEL m your 
heart! You may yet be called to suffer as 1 do - 
your soul may be disquieted within you, and cast 
down ; but you will not be forsaken: as sure as 
Jesus is Jehovah, so surely will you find all that 
strength which is promised in his word. Glory to 
his grace, that oue so vile as I have found him all 
tome! Itistrue 1 want the society of him who 
was all my earthly joy; but 1 will not utter one 
wish to have him here: he isin glory ; and could 
I desite him to associate with all that is inglori- 
ous ? Besides, the hour was come : his Father's 
name was glorified, according to His own pur- 
pose ; and that satisfiesevery mufmur. May you 
and your husband hold each other as loans, with 
every precious gift that our God may bestow upoa 
you! Itisa trying and an awful time; but fear 
not: itis for Jesus that we suffer, and surely we 
cannot refuse. Rejoice evermore—in ALL things 
give thanks, 1 find it very contrary to flesh to 
thank God for removing my husband ; but] know 
that he, who has enabled me sometimes to do so, 
will still continue his grace. I have found the 
latter verses of the vith of Romans, with the 
xxilid and xivith Psalms, great easures ; but, I 
can only say, Search the Scriptures. May the pre 
cious blessing of Numbers vi. 24, &ce be your 
portion! Farewell. 

Anne Patmer. 


Mr. Vaughan gives the following account ot 
the departing how's of this christian woman :— 


On Sunday morning, June the Ist. Mrs. Vang 
han and I called to see her: she had violent 
fever, and was therefore not able to say much ; 
as she reached out her hand and pressed ours, she 
said, “* The will of the Lord be done ! I am quite 
resigned toit.”” [then quoted some of the most 
applicable promises I could thank of; direeting 
her to look to Jesus, and to consider what he suf- 
fered forthe joy that was set before him. She 
said, “1 do: oh, ldo! He is my alt! He is wy 
all, and in ali !-I have none other to look to. The 
promises that you have mentioned, with the 
smiles of Jesus, will sweeten the bitter waters of 
Marah.” 1 then asked her if Christ was as pre- 
cious as in former times—*“ O yes, yes! if possi- 
bid, more so. Oh, my dear Saviour, in thee is 
all my hope—my stay—my trust! I long to see 
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thee face to face: nevertheless not my will but 


thine be done !”” We then took our leave of her ; 


commending her to the care of him who is good, 


@ strong-hold in the oe of trouble, and who know- 
eth them that trust in Hin. 

The following morning Dr. Shower calied to 
inform us, that, on the Sunday night, she was de- 
livered of a still-born child, but was well as could 
be expected ; and he had great hopes that she 
would soon be enabled to returnto England. On 
Monday night, the fever returned, and she be- 
came much worse; the fever continued increas- 
ing till noon on Wednesday, when she became 
delirous, and almost unmanageable. She spoke 
much about her dear husband and child. Ina 
few hours after, she became speechless and in- 
sensible ; and continued in this state tll her de- 
parture. She appeared very calm and free from 
pain, the whole of this time ; and on Fridaymight, 
June the 6th, at a quarter past eight o’clock fell 
asleep in Christ. appy soul! her pilgrimage is 
ended. She resis from ali her severe conflicts 
and sorrows, her troubles and her sins] Her age 
was only twenty years. ; 

As she expressed a wish to me to be buried, if 
she should die here, by the side of her husband 
and child, I wrote to Br. Norman requested him 
to send some men down to convey the corpse to 
Regent's which he did on the Saturday. 

Thus have I endeavoured to give you a brief 
account of the latter days of our departed sister. 
She was a most devoted christian ; and bore her 
severe afilictions with the greatest fortitude and 
submission to the divine will. Colonel and Mrs. 
Sutherland could not have shewn greater kind- 
ness to Mrs. Palmer had she been their own 
daughter. 

It grieves us to add, that the trials of the Mis- 
sion in Sierra Leone continued up to the date of 
the latest advices. Mrs. Vaughan, to whom Mrs. 
Palmer addressed her almost-dying words, is her- 
self now po more; and others have fallen in 
their labours. We earnestly commend all the 
concerns of this Mission to the sympathy and 
prayers of every christian reader. 


—_-- 


For the Relizious Intelligencer. 
ABRAHAM PIERSON, ESQ. 


Died at North Killingworth, May 1], 1823, 
Anseauam Pigrson, Ese., aged 68 years. He 
was a descendant of the Rev. Abraham Pierson, 
Nector of Yale College. 

A tribute of respect is justly due to the memory 
ef one whose life was so eminently useful, and 
whose death is so extensively and deeply la- 
mented. 

In the discharge of this duty, we are not uncon- 
scious that imperfection marks every human 
character; so that in attempting to draw the 
character of our worthy friend, we pretend not to 
have dipped our pen in a pure fountain. But in 
this case, we are happy to say, that we but sligbuy 
feel the difficulties, which usually embarrass 
the tongue and the pen of the encomiast. The 
subject of these observations exhibited, at an 
early period, marks of a superior genius. His 
mind was sound and adapted to investigation, his 
percepuon quick, and his memory remarkably 
vetentive. He possessed an ardent and unaba- 
ting thirst for Knowledge, in the acquisition of 
which, be was surpassed but by few of his years, 
with similar advantages. When but a youth, he 


commenced a course of usefulness in socien 


which terminated only with his life; comprising 


a period of nearly filty years. During this perigg 
he was called to fill many stations of trust anq 
high responsibility. The _ fidelity, integrity 
promptitude and ability with which he disc harged 
the various duties of those respective stations - 
fully evinced, that in him, public coufidence was 
judiciously and happily placed ; and that he was 
cheerfally devoted to the public good. Ey 
Pierson was constitutionally ardent and sanguine ; 
and to the last degree indetatigable and persever. 
ing in the pursuit of any object which he deemed 
worthy of his attention and efiurt. With these 
characteristics in view, it will not appear strange, 
if he was sometimes too precipitate and occasion. 
ally betrayed into an oversight of intermediate 
objects, which, had they been discovered, migiy 
have directed to a differeut course, perhaps jy 
some instances to a happicr result, or at least, to 
the more sure attainmeut, of the ulterior objec; 
sought. Sull, with these disadvantages, very iew, 
it is presumed, are gratified with more genera) 
success in their undertakings. In the office of 
Justice of the Peace and Judge of the Court for 
the county of Middlesex, he stood high as a Jo. 
rist ; exhibiting a correctness, firmness and inde. 
pendence in the execution of those offices, 
which developed the deep and capacious resour- 
ces of hisown mind. As a member of our state 
legislature, for many years in succession, tlic 
sentiments he avowed, the measures he advoca- 
ted, and the influence he there exerted, contribu- 
ted, in no inconsiderable degree, not only to the 
good of the public and glory of the State, but 
reflected the highest honour on the judgment o/ 
his constituents in the disposal of their suffrages. 
In conjugal and parental affection he was excel- 
led, perhaps, by none. Fond of society and re- 
markably communicative, he was agreeable and 
entertaining in his intercourse with the enlight- 
ened aud the iguorant, with the aged and the 
young. 

But in addition to his good qualities as a man, 
and to his usefulness in the civil walks of life; 
we .have the happiness to speak of him as a shi- 
ning christian. 

At the age of 19 or 20, he became a hc,eful 
subject of renewing grace, ard soon after, a mem- 
ber of Christ's visible church. 

On the resigaation of his father, Deac. Pierson, 
he was elected to fill his place in the church ; 
which office, for the last 29 years of his life, he 
sustained with fidelity and honor to the christian 
religion. ‘This community will long cherish 9 
memory his active zeal in the cause of Christ, his 
fervent prayers and appropriate addresses in the 
conference room and at the bed-side of the sick 
and dying ; and his unwearied and successtu! 
efforts to maintain the order and discipline 0\ 
Chrisi’s house. 

From a narrative of his religious experience, 
leftin manuscript, it appears, that from a prayer 
ful perusal of the Scriptures and a thorough in- 
vestigation of doctrinal subjects ; bat more espe- 
cially from an experimental knowledge of the 
truth, he was led to embrace the system of doc- 
trines which was adopted by the pious Fathers o! 
New-England. He delighted in contemplating 
the Deity as an absolute sovereign, and salvation 
hy free grace was his sweetest song. About the 
time he made a public profession of religion, ke 
notices seasons of sweet commanion with God 
But after that for many years, he suffered muc!: 
from the assaults of the greatadversary of sotts, 
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especially whenever he attempted the duty of se- 
cret prayer. Frequently was he driven from his 
retirement in great agony of soul, crying to God 
for deliverance. He persevered in the duty, but 
atsuch places and times as by no means satisfied 
nis conscience. He says he never found com- 
fort in secret prayer only in compliance with 
directions of our Saviour,—£nter into thy closet, 


wafter a conflict of more than twenty years, it 
nleased Him who knows how to deliver the godly 
put of te wptation, to make a way for his escape as 
bird from the snare of the fowler. This, he 
notices as a season of sweet repentance, and of 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Subsequent 
to this, he makes mention of similar seasons of 
indescribable comfort, in which his joy arose 
even to ecstacy. So sweet and overpowering 
were the divine manifestations that he was fre- 
quently unable to sleep. He felt himself in the 
Saviour’s arms, and passed whole hours upon his 
hed in the silent watches of night in the most de- 
lighiful communion with God and his own heart. 

He was one to whom the beloved of his soul 
gave songs in the night, and over whom he spread 
his banners of love at the communion table, and 
whom we are persuaded he has received into his 
presence where there is fulness of joy and rivers 
of pleasure. 

b some of his writings of a more recent date, 
he mentions three objects which, for a number of 
years, he had most ardently desired to see accom- 
plished before he should leave this world, viz. 
the erection of a new house for the worship of 
God, another revival of religion, and the conver- 
sion of ene who was as dear to him as his own 
soul. The two first, he remarked were accom- 
plished far beyond his expectation. The last, 
after the severest struggle, he seemed quietly to 
give over observing that God did not need his as- 
sistance in the matter, and would do right. In 
this resignation to the will and trust in the justice 
of God, death was disarmed of its last sting. 
From that time he appeared to bave nothing to do 
but to obey the heavenly summons whenever it 
should come. With girded loins, and with a lamp 
well replenished with oi!—prayerful and thought- 
ful, he waited for the all-important change ; 
though, as he frequently remarked, with less ele- 
vation of feeling than at some past seasons he had 
enjoyed ; yet without any distressing doubts or 
fears. Though able to be abroad and atiend 
public worship till within a short time before his 
death ; yet such was the nature of his disorder, 
(being the dropsy in the chest) that he could not 
fail to see the last enemy approaching with sure 
and steady pace. But he viewed him with the 
heart of a dauntless soldier of the cross, confident 
of victory through the captain of his salvation ; 
vea, of being more than a‘conquerer, through him 
who loved him and had died for him. On the 
morning previous to his death he walked into an 
adjoining room and gave some directions about 
reparing the elements for the communion table. 
Fa the afternoon of the same day, as he was sit- 
ting at table with his family, he suddenly and 
quietly fell asleep in Jesus, and that day we trust, 
was With the Lord in paradise and made a wel- 
come guest at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
‘* Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labours ; and their works do f{cl- 
low them.” 








Northwest Expedition.—Contributions of Convicts. Ald 


NORTHWEST EXPEDITION. 


The London Courier of the 18th of October 
says—“ Capt. Parry arrived this morning at the 
Admiralty, having landed at Whitby, wheuce his 
majesty’s ships Fary and Hecla were continuing 
their way to the river Thames.” 

Captain tery | has not been able to accomplish 
the Northwest Passage. In 1821, the expeditioa 
explored Repulse Bay, Sir Thomas Roe’s Wel- 
come, Middieton’s Frozen Strait, and that neigh- 
bourhood, aud fiuding no passage to the north- 
ward and westward, wintered in the Southern 
Bay of an Island called Winter Island, in lat. 66 
1], long. 33. 

in 1822, the expedition, guided and encoura- 
ged by the information they had received during 
the winter, trom a party of Esquimaux, with 
whom they had established a triendly intercourse, 
pursued their attempt to the northward, and ex- 
amined alt inlets towards the west, ull they arri- 
ved ata Strait which separates the North Coast 
of America from what Capt. Parry considers to 
be clusters ot Islands extending northward to- 
wards the seene of his former voyage. 

The great object of ascertaining the northeru 
limit of the continent being thus accomplished, 
Capt. Parry penetrated two degrees to the west- 
ward, with considerable expectation of final suc- 
cess; butin a uarrow part of the strait, they 
found the ice fixed in that peculiar manne: 
which indicates that it is perpetual, and not separa- 
ted, in uny season, or under any circumstances. 
The expedition was, therefore, obliged to winter 
in lat. 69, 20, long. 81, 50. 

In the summer of this year, finding the ice sti! 
fixed to the shores, in such a manner as precluded 
all hopes of any further progress in the neigh- 
bourhood in which he was, Capt. Parry thought 
it advisable to give up the attempt, and return to 
England. , 

‘The expedition has lost by illness, Mr. Fyffe. 
the Greenland master, and three seamen, and 
one man killed by accident.—™. Y. Dai. Adv. 


CONTRIBUTIONS OF CONVICTS. 

The inmates of prisons have been gene. 
rally considered as almost hopeless subjects 
of religious instruction. This opinion, 
however, was adopted without previous ex- 
periment. The success of Mrs. Frey, in 
the English Piisons, has been great; and 
this, united with the success which has at- 
tended similar exertions of others, shews 
that christians have great encourageiments, 
even when engaged with the vicious and 
the guilty, not to be weary in well doing. 

The following anecdote goes to establish 
the same truth. 


At the Woolwich Tract Society Anniver- 
sary, for the current year, the sum of three 
pounds six shillings was unexpectedly te- 
ceived, in aid of that umportaut object, as a 
free, and unsolicited subscription from the 
Convicts belonging to the Justitia Hulk, |v- 
ing off Woolwich. 
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POETRY. 
THE LAND OF REST. 
(SELECTED.) 


There is a land of glorious rest, 
Where pure and happy spirits rove, 
For ever and for ever blest, 
The land of spotless joy and love. 


0 ves, there is a land of rest, 
Free from corroding grief and care ! 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
Nor discord once shall enter there : 


The land of rest—the land of joy, 

Where quenchiless glories meet and shine, 
And fit for angels its employ, 

For all its pleasures are divine. 


There is no land of rest beside— 

But where is this blest region found !~ 
It is not bound by ocean tide, 

It is not upon earthly ground. 


Tis where bright angels sweep the lyre, 
And spirits of the just repose ; 

‘Tis where the seraph’s living fire 
With undiminish’d ardour glows. 


Blest land! methinks I see thee now, 
All smiling in perennial bloom, 
With rapture thron’d on every brow, 
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. 


Then hail to thee thou land of rest, 
And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 

And hail those crowns that grace the blest, 
Who rove along thy happy plains. 


Bat ah ! that land of rest is far, 
And dark and trackless is the road ; 
Yet Hope, a bright and glorious star, 
Points onward to the dear abode. 


Then what though stormy be the way, 
Though winds and surges beat and roar, 
They only drive from earth away, 
And urge to that celestial shore, 
And ‘mid the storm that voice is blest, 

Phat whispers, “ ‘There’s a Land of Rest.” 
LIVERPOOL SEAMEN’S FRIEND SO 
CIETY. 

Extract from the Reports of the Committee. 


June Ist.—Coming from the early prayer- 
uecting, held on the Floating Chapel, one of the 
Sveretaries spoke to a-boatman whom he had 
known for many years, and was somewhat sur- 
prised to find him at the prayer-mecting. The _ 
iollowing conversation took place :— 

Friend. Well, master D. I am glad to see you 
»egin the Sabbath so well. 

Boatman. Why, Sir, it has been only lately I 
intended any religious place, and that has been 
the Ship Chapel. 

Friend. Have you got any good by it? 
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Boatman. $ find my heart more comfortabie oy 
the Sunday evening afier attending there, tha, 
when I used to spend the day in drinking y; 
walkingabout. * 

Frieni. What induced you to go there ? 

Boatman. Only hearing that some of the boat. 
men had turned very sober and good men by go. 
ing among those people. 

Friend. What, is that the only reason why 
you continue to attend them ? ; 

Boatmen. Why, Sir, Vil tell you all about ix: 
I went there as I said before, but after going , 
time or two, | began to see I iad spent my jife 
foolishly ; so one evening, thinking about 1, | 
thought it of no use ; so | said to my wile, | have 
lived so long an enemy to God and his ways, tha; 
at my time of life it was too late for me to think 
about it: however, after some pro’s and con's oy 
the subject, this thought came “into my head ; 
you know, says I, (speaking to my wile) that now 
and then I have had a very hard day’s work to do, 
and this generally has been laid out to me the 
day before: well, now, you know I couid never 

think of getting the day’s work done without mak- 
ing a beginning. I have much before me now— 
life or death—to gain heaven will be hard work, 
but there must be a beginning to do whatever is 
to be done ; and by God’s help I'll attend His 
house of prayer : who knows but the Lord may 
have mercy upon me. 

Friend. You acted wisely; wait upon the 
Lord in his means of grace, and then you have 
his promise on your side, which is, *‘ Whosoever 
cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out.’ 
Do you ever pray in private, and read the Scrip- 
tures: 

Boatmen. Yes, Sir ; and I feel a strong desire 
to know more of myself and more of the salvation 
of God. 

Friend. Be much in prayer for that- faith 
** Which is the gitt of God :” that by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, you may, through Him, 
receive the pardon of all your sins. 

Boatman. ido! I will! Sir; and by the as- 
sistance of God’s grace, I mean to wait upon Him, 
in hopes of His» blessing. After some encou- 
aging advice the friend parted. 





A charity scholar acknowledges the receipt of 
&8, from individuals of free and accepted Masons, 
in the towns of Washington and Litchfield, to 
assist him in his academical course. 

A Patron. 


Female Benevolence —A Lady in England lately 
made a munificent donation to aid in supporting 
“ Bethel Union” religious meetings for Seamen 
in Clifton. “ My husband, (said she) was a mer- 
chant; he made his wealth by sailors, and little 
merit, indeed, is due to me in thus directing « 
small portion’of that wealth to promote the eter- 
nal happiness and welfare of those by whose la- 
bours it was acquired.” —Rec. 
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